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FTrF submits amicus 
brief in arizona ethnic 
studies ban suit
By Theresa Chmara, Freedom to Read Foundation General Counsel

Can the state of Arizona constitutionally enact legislation that results in the dis-
mantling of Tucson Unifi ed School District’s Mexican American Studies (MAS) 
program? That is the question before the Ninth Circuit Court of Appeals. 

Arizona Revised Statute § 15-112(A) provides that a school district shall not 
include any courses or classes that: (1) promote the overthrow of the United 
States government; (2) promote resentment toward a race or class of people; 
(3) are designed primarily for pupils of a particular ethnic group; or (4) advo-
cate ethnic solidarity instead of the treatment of pupils as individuals. Penalties 
for violation are severe. State offi cials may withhold up to 10% of state aid. 

In June 2011, the State Superintendent concluded that the Tucson MAS pro-
gram violated the statute. Two legal proceedings ensued. 

An Administrative Law Judge issued an opinion in December 2011 fi nding that 
the MAS program had at least one course that promotes racial resentment and 
thus violated the statute. While the Administrative proceeding was pending, a 
group of teachers, the MAS Director, and students in the Tucson School Dis-
trict fi led suit in federal court challenging the constitutionality of the statute. 

The federal lawsuit, Arce v. Huppenthal, alleged that the statute was overbroad, 
vague, and violated their rights of free speech, free association, and equal 
protection. The district court dismissed the Director and teachers for lack of 
standing and dismissed the free association claim. The district court rejected 
the State’s claim that curriculum decisions constitute “government speech” over 
which they have absolute discretion and held that the statute’s ban on courses 
that are “designed primarily for pupils of a particular ethnic group” was un-
constitutional because “the provision’s broad and ambiguous wording could 
deter school districts from teaching ethnic studies.” The court nonetheless 
rejected the argument that the other provisions of the statute were overbroad 
and rejected the argument that the statute was unconstitutionally vague or in 
violation of equal protection laws.

Banned Books 
Week 2013—
discover what 
you (may have) 
missed
Seven enthusiastic recpients of grants from 
the Freedom to Read Foundation’s Judith F. 
Krug Memorial Fund put together a host of 
engaging, inspiring, and educational events 
in September as part of Banned Books Week 
this year. Here's a rundown of what they 
offered.

Kurt Vonnegut Memorial Library
This In-
dianapolis 
organization 
honored its 
namesake in 
a remarkable 
variety of 
events. Most 

prominantly, local author Hugh Vandivier 
lived behind a wall of banned and challenged 
books during the week. He enjoyed nightly 
readings of banned books, including a visit 
from the First Lady and Governor of Indiana. 
Other events included a lecture from FTRF 
Trustee (and president of the American 
Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression) 
Chris Finan, pub trivia, a fi lm festival, and 
“banned books re-covered” art exhibit.
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Kiev to Orland 
Park: Thoughts 
on democracy, 
dialogue, access, 
and inclusion

Tonight I fi nd myself refl ect-
ing on my trip to Kiev in 
October, as a guest speaker 
for the U.S. State Department. 
“That’s where the Orange 
Revolution began,” every taxi 

driver and librarian pointed out proudly 
as we drove by Independence Square. I am 
inspired by the hundreds of thousands of 
Ukrainians fi lling that square once again, 
but saddened to see so many young faces in 
those crowds, whose dreams are likely to be 
deferred. They understand what the freedom 
to read means, and many are willing to risk 
their lives to extend it into Ukraine’s future. 
While censorship is not so prominent now in 
today’s Ukrainian libraries, those institutions 
are in great need. Some days they can hardly 
afford to turn on the lights. And with no 
money for books or electronic access, Ukrai-
nians can’t exercise their intellectual freedom. 

Immigrants to the United States express the 
same passion for the freedom to read. I have 
been providing my Facebook friends for 
years with stories of Chicago’s immigrant 
taxi drivers—a passionate bunch of readers 
who talk about books loudly and proudly! 
Many spend their off-hours reading news-
papers or using the Internet in their local 
library. One opened his trunk to show me 
his stash of books. Another recently told me, 
“In the United States, I can say Obama is an 
idiot and not get my head cut off. And, the 
concerts are free at the Harold Washington 
Library.” And another when I gave him my 
drop-off address: “Oh, that’s the American 
Library Association. You fi ght censorship.” 

F R O M  T H E
E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R ,
B A R B A R A  M .  J O N E S

COnTinuEd on p. 6

Censorship in the news
This fall there have been multiple high-profi le challenges to books in school 
classrooms and libraries. Here is a sample of some that made headlines:

Neil Gaiman’s Neverwhere banned, then unbanned, in alamogordo
In October, the Alamogordo, N.M., School District removed the book Nev-
erwhere by Neil Gaiman from high school classrooms following a parental 
complaint. The book, a fantasy novel based in underground London, has been 
on the required reading list since 2004. The move resulted in considerable at-
tention, including from Gaiman himself, who took to social media to decry the 
ban. ALA’s Offi ce for Intellectual Freedom wrote a letter to the School Board 
encouraging them to reinstate the book.

On November 8, the superintendent’s offi ce announced that, following a re-
view, the book was approved for use in classrooms.

Multiple challenges in north Carolina
This fall, North Carolina schools saw multiple challenges to books:

•  House of the Spirits in Watauga County (retained pending fi nal appeal)

•  Invisible Man in Randolph County (removed, then reinstated)

•  The Color Purple in Brunswick County (no formal challenge, but vocal com-
plaints at school board meeting)

Minnesota Eleanor and Park challenge
Controversy erupted in Anoka County, Minn. in September when parents as-
sociated with the “Parents Action League” challenged Rainbow Rowell’s novel 
Eleanor and Park, which was chosen for the school district’s “Rock the Book” 
reading program. The parents asked for the book to be removed and for the 
librarians who selected the title to be disciplined. The district also withdrew an 
invitation to Rowell to speak about the book. 

In November, Rowell appeared at an event in St. Paul about the controversy 
and other censorship issues; on November 22, the district, having conducted a 
review, announced that the book would remain on school library shelves.

in other censorship news:
 Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian faced 
public challenges this fall in Jefferson County, W.V.; 

COnTinuEd on p. 4
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N E W S  &  N O T E S
WELCOME KiM diEHnaLT 

We’re pleased to welcome Kim 
Diehnelt, the new Freedom to 
Read Foundation administra-
tive assistant. Please feel free to 
contact her at kdiehnelt@ala.org or 
(312) 280-4223 with any member-
ship or newsletter subscription 

questions or concerns.

Kim is a professional composer and conductor, 
and currently conducts the Northwest Symphony 
based in Arlington Heights, Ill. You can fi nd out 
more about her music (and, for those in the area, 
her upcoming performances) at www.kimdiehnelt.
com. She has many years of experience manag-
ing databases and in organizational management 
generally. We’re thrilled to have her on board!

uTaH LiBrarian WinS 2013 dOWnS aWard
Elementary school librarian DaNae Leu is the 
recipient of the 2013 Robert B. Downs Intellectual 
Freedom Award given by the faculty of the Gradu-
ate School of Library and Information Science at 
the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. A 
reception to honor Leu will take place on Satur-
day, January 25, from 5:30–7:00 p.m. during the 
2014 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia.

Leu is being honored for her efforts to defend the 
picture book In Our Mothers’ House by Patricia 
Polacco against her school administration’s deci-
sion to remove the book from the library shelves 
of the district.

Leu played an active role in bringing national 
media attention to the case, which ultimately 
resulted in involvement by the Utah Library 
Association’s Intellectual Freedom Committee and 
the ACLU of Utah, with assistance from the 
Freedom to Read Foundation. These efforts 
spurred school offi cials to return In Our Mothers’ 
House to the shelves this past summer. In 
September, Leu was spotlighted as a Banned 
Books Week Hero.

3

FTrF signs on to letter sup-
porting uSa FrEEdOM act
On November 21, the Freedom to Read Foundation joined dozens of nonprofi t 
organizations, companies, trade associations, and investors in a letter to Con-
gressional leaders in support of reform of intelligence surveillance practices, 
privacy protection, and oversight and accountability for governing surveillance 
mechanisms. The letter welcomed the introduction of the USA FREEDOM 
Act, introduced jointly in the House of Representatives by Jim Sensenbrenner 
(R-WI) and in the Senate by Patrick Leahy (D-VT). Joining FTRF in the letter 
were the American Library Association, National Coalition Against Censor-
ship, American Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression, DreamHost, 
Tumblr, and the Center for Democracy and Technology, which spearheaded 
the coalition.

Among its provisions, the USA FREEDOM Act would end bulk data collection 
under Section 215 of the USA PATRIOT Act (which Sensenbrenner intro-
duced in 2001), create an Offi ce of the Special Advocate tasked with promoting 
privacy interests before the Foreign Intelligence Surveillance Court, provide 
data on the extent of government surveillance, and allow telecommunications 
companies to reveal information regarding FISA requests.

The letter read:

Recent disclosures regarding intelligence surveillance activity raise 
important concerns about the privacy and security of communications. 
This surveillance has already eroded trust that is essential to the free 
fl ow of information and to the exercise of human rights and civil liber-
ties both in the United States and around the world.

To rebuild trust, we urge that the U.S. government act expeditiously to:

• allow companies to be much more transparent about the number 
and type of surveillance demands they receive;
• be much more transparent itself about the surveillance demands 
it makes, the surveillance activities in which it engages, and the 
legal bases for both;
• focus intelligence collection on terrorists, spies and other agents 
of foreign powers, rather than on everyone else; and
• ensure that its surveillance practices honor both Constitutional 
and human rights.

Toward this end, we welcome introduction in the House and Senate 
of the USA FREEDOM Act – legislation which promotes these goals. 
We oppose legislation that codifi es sweeping bulk collection activi-
ties. We look forward to working with you on the USA FREEDOM 
Act and other legislation designed to protect the privacy of Internet 
users while permitting appropriately targeted intelligence surveillance 
necessary to protect against terrorism. 

Other organizations that have expressed support for the USA FREEDOM Act 
include the ACLU, National Rifl e Association, Apple, Microsoft, Yahoo, 
Facebook, and Google.
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Billings, Mont., and Queens, N.Y. 

 To Kill a Mockingbird, which 
was banned by the Plaqumines 

Parish, La., School Board in 2001, was reinstated following a 
review in October. The review was sparked by parental com-
plaints about the Harper Lee classic, which was still in use (ap-
parently, the district had forgotten its own ban!).

 In Teton County, Idaho, Rudolfo Anaya’s Bless Me, Ultima 
was removed from high school classrooms following parental 
complaints about profanities and “satanic rituals” in the book. 
It was reinstated December 9, pending a full hearing, after the 
superintendent apologized for having banned it.

Gadsden Public Library (Ala.)
This library’s theme was “Gadsden 
Reads: Fahrenheit 451” and their cel-
ebration included a symbolic “book 

burning” kick-off, followed by lectures on Fahrenheit 451 and 
censorship, an art exhibit, and two book discussions—one 
open to members of the general public, and one with inmates 
at the county detention center. Leading up to Banned Books 

Week, the library temporarily 
pulled banned and challenged 
books from their collection—an 
action that garnered front-page 
attention in the local newspaper 
and generated a good deal of 
positive discussion.

yuma County Library 
district (ariz.)
The library created “Time in 
the Slammer” reading areas, 
which looked like jail cells, in all 
six branches. The library, who  
worked with the local Freedom 
Library on this project, saw its 
Banned Books Week event par-
ticipation double from 2012.

Judith’s reading room
This Bethlehem, Penn. non-profi t organization joined with 
Muhlenberg College in nearby Allentown to stage two dance 
performances inspired in part by the graphic novel Persepolis. 
Titled “The Emotive Powers of Literature: Celebrating Banned 
Books Through Dance,” the performances featured the college’s 
improvisational dance troupe Six Meters. Persepolis, Marjane 
Satrapi’s account of growing up in the shadow of the Iranian 
Revolution, gained attention earlier this year when a direc-

tive was handed down in 
Chicago Public Schools 
to remove the book from 
classrooms and, initially, 
school libraries. This was 
the second grant for Ju-
dith’s Reading Room, which 
was established in Judith 
Krug’s memory.

Livingston Parish Library (La.)
2013 marked the fi rst time Banned Books Week was celebrated 
by the libraries in this parish. The theme of the week was “I 
Read Banned (Southern) Books” and included two Southern 
Style Read-Out/Sing-Out Cafes, Banned Picture Show fi lm 

screenings, a Banned Books 
Skit (inspired by To Kill a 
Mockingbird) by the Young 
Writers Group, and a South-
ern Literature lecture by four 
professors from Southeastern 
Louisiana University.

Lockport Public Library (La.)
This branch of the LaFourche Parish Pub-
lic Library went all out with their Banned 
Books Week 2013 programming. Events 
included a banned books walk, pirate radio 
broadcast, art workshops, video project, 
visual displays, and a mock trial—with the 
fi nal project being a graphic novel, entitled 
“Knowledge Deleted” that was created by 
several teens and sent to a DIY publishing 
company. 

atlanta School of Law and Social 
Justice (Ga.)
This public school’s programming 
focused on challenged and controversial 
black male authors. Included in their 
activities were an essay contest, a public 
library card drive, and a workshop by 
African American “steampunk” author 
Balogun Ojetade.

Videos and photos from all the recipients can be found at www.
ftrf.org/?Krug_BBW. Banned Books Week 2014 is scheduled for 
September 21–27. 

Censorship news
 COnTinuEd from p. 2

Banned Books 
Week 2013
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arce v. Huppenthal timeline
2010: Arizona legislature passes and Gov. Jan Brewer signs HB 
2281, restricting the teaching of ethnic studies courses

October 18, 2010: Ten teachers and the director of the Tucson 
Unifi ed School District (TUSD) Mexican American Studies (MAS) 
program challenge constitutionality of HB 2281 in federal district 
court. On April 12, 2011, two students are added as plaintiffs. 

December 30, 2010: On his fi nal day in offi ce, State Superin-
tendent Tom Horne issues a fi nding that Tucson MAS program 
violates Arizona Revised Statute § 15-112.

December 31, 2010: A.R.S. § 15-112 goes into effect.

January 4, 2011: New Superintendent John Huppenthal (who as 
State Senator was a lead supporter of § 15-112) issues press 
release supporting Horne’s fi nding. He then conducts his own 
investigation, hiring an independent auditor.

June 15, 2011: Huppenthal declares that the TUSD MAS pro-
gram is illegal, citing in part the audit report. The next day it is re-
vealed the audit had actually concluded the opposite, reporting 
“no observable evidence ... to suggest that any classroom within 
TUSD is in direct violation of the law.... In most cases, quite the 
opposite is true.”

June 22, 2011: TUSD Governing Board appeals Huppenthal’s 
fi nding to an Administrative Law Judge (ALJ).

December 27, 2011: ALJ upholds Huppenthal’s fi nding, conclud-
ing that at least one MAS course violated § 15-112. The decision 
does not specify which course. 

January 6, 2012: Huppenthal instructs the Department of Edu-
cation to withhold 10% of state aid until the entire TUSD MAS 
program is eliminated.

January 10, 2012: Teachers and program director dismissed 
from federal lawsuit for lack of standing; students’ request for 
preliminary injunction denied.

January 10, 2012: TUSD school board votes to close down MAS 
program. As part of that process, school administrators go into 
classrooms and remove all copies of seven textbooks, placing 
them in boxes labeled BANNED.

March 6, 2012: Following the MAS elimination, plaintiffs again 
seek a preliminary injunction in federal court. Judge A. Wallace 
Tashima hears oral argments on March 19, 2012.

March 8, 2013: Judge Tashima issues ruling, fi nds one provision 
of § 15-112 unconstitutional (the ban on “classes designed pri-
marily for pupils of a particular group ethnic group”), but leaves 
rest of law intact, granting summary judgment to the defendants. 

April 5, 2013: Plaintiffs appeal Judge Tashima’s ruling to Ninth 
Circuit Court of Appeals.

November 25, 2013: Plaintiffs, FTRF and co-amici, and other 
groups fi le briefs with Ninth Circuit.

FTRF coordinated the prepara-
tion of an amicus brief in the 
federal appeal. FTRF argued that 
the state does not have absolute 

discretion over curriculum decisions. Specifi cally, the brief 
argues that the statute violates the First Amendment because 
the Supreme Court held in Board of Education v. Pico (a 
school library case) that students have the right to receive 
information and the government cannot censor material 
based on political or partisan motivations—as appeared to 
be the case here based on the public statements made by the 
proponents of the legislation. FTRF argued that even if the 
Hazelwood decision applied (a curriculum case), the state 
violated the First Amendment because curriculum decisions 
based on political motivations do not constitute a legitimate 
pedagogical interest. 

FTRF also maintained that the statute is unconstitutionally 
overbroad. The overbreadth doctrine provides that a statute 
is unconstitutional if its reach will chill a substantial amount 
of other speech that was not meant to be within the purview 
of the restricted speech. In this case, the broad language of 
the statute and the severe penalties for violation could chill 
school instructors from designing courses and using materi-
als in the curriculum that might later be held to violate the 
statute. 

The brief provides examples of books that educators might 
be chilled from utilizing in their classrooms. FTRF posited 
that schools might be reluctant to assign Henry David 
Thoreau as his essays could be viewed as “promoting the 
overthrow of the government” and The Diary of Anne 
Frank could be viewed as “promoting resentment toward a 
race or class of people.” FTRF argued that some might fear 
assigning Maya Angelou’s I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings 
because it could be viewed as being “designed primarily 
for pupils of a particular ethnic group” or Martin Luther 
King’s “Letter From a Birmingham Jail” on the ground that 
it “advocates ethnic solidarity instead of the treatment of 
pupils as individuals.” 

FTRF was joined in its amicus brief by the American 
Library Association, American Booksellers Foundation for 
Free Expression, Asian/ Pacifi c American Libraries Associa-
tion, Black Caucus of the American Library Association, 
Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, National Association 
for Ethnic Studies, National Coalition Against Censorship, 
National Council of Teachers of English, and REFORMA. 

The brief was written by David Handzo, Julie Carpenter, 
and Elizabeth Bullock, all of Jenner & Block. To view the 
brief, along with other briefs in the case, visit our page at 
www.ftrf.org/?Arce_v_Huppenthal. 

arizona Ethnic 
Studies ban suit

 COnTinuEd from p. 1
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One driver has learned fi ve lan-
guages from his passengers over 
the years, and keeps a tattered 

set of dictionaries in the front seat. 

Ask any urban librarian—new Americans use libraries. They 
often come from totalitarian regimes and have never seen 
public libraries like ours, with up-to-date information—a lot 
of it—with all points of view. Most have never seen services 
and collections developed especially for children. And certainly 
many have never seen the Internet in the library—except in the 
director’s offi ce. In many rural villages in the developing world, 
the librarian may be the only professionally educated person in 
town and he/she is treated with respect and trust. 

I am thus particularly delighted with FTRF’s latest amicus brief, 
to support the First Amendment in Arizona’s public schools—
where many immigrants attend. The Tucson Unifi ed School 
District had a Mexican American Studies program. It gave 
Latino and non-Latino students the opportunity to read and 
discuss books about Mexican culture. Then Arizona passed a law 
forcing Tucson to dismantle the program. The law asserts that 
books with ethnic themes can incite racial discord. All of us who 
have taught these books were stunned by that statement. For in-
deed, the opposite happens! Kids read, discuss, and listen to each 
other’s stories. Kids whose culture is being celebrated feel proud 
of themselves and, as in Tucson, get better grades. I want to 
thank Tony Diaz’ Librotrafi cante Movement (www.librotrafi can-
te.com) for their inspiring work and support. Tony has taught us 
a lot about what activism to save banned books is all about! And 
he does his work with no animus toward any group. 

In contrast, I was dismayed at the recent confl icts around the 
Orland Park (Ill.) Public Library’s Internet use policies. All 
libraries should have written Internet policies, review them 

Kiev to Orland Park
 COnTinuEd from p. 2
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frequently, and invite community engagement in these impor-
tant discussions. It was frustrating to see a group of people at 
the November 16 board meeting, unwilling to conduct a civil, 
respectful conversation about the complex issues surrounding 
library patrons’ access to the broad spectrum of constitution-
ally protected material available via the Internet. The group was 
unable to present the library board with any clear options in re-
gard to problem behaviors, acceptable use policies, or fi ltering. 
There is a spectrum of possibilities, and some in the audience 
were simply uninterested in considering those. 

The word “pornography,” is used and defi ned differently by 
various people. Some defi ne it to include any nudity or sexu-
ally themed materials, others limit it to obscene content that is 
unprotected by the First Amendment. It’s a term incapable of 
precise defi nition. And so the word itself became an emotional 
obstacle to solving the problem the Orland Park Library Board 
is tackling. It was disheartening for so many in the room, who 
truly wanted to address the problem of what to do about prob-
lem library behavior, and what to do about library content that 
is offensive to some—and see that some in the room appeared 
uninterested in supporting the library’s mission. 

The holidays are full of stories and, hopefully, peace. This year,  
think of how libraries promote stories—and the hopes and 
dreams of democratic dialogue. Think of what would happen if 
those stories and conversations were banned. And get out your 
checkbook or credit card and support the Freedom to Read 
Foundation—the only organization of its kind in the entire 
world. Buy a membership for a friend. We need to build our 
endowment in case there is another Tucson!  

And—see you in Philadelphia!

Best Wishes, Barbara 

FTrF co-sponsors Sherman alexie talk 
An enthusiastic crowd packed a sold-out auditorium on November 9 at Chicago’s Francis 
W. Parker School to hear Sherman Alexie discuss his work, censorship, mental health, 
Indian reservations, racism, masturbation, and much more at a program held as part of 
the Chicago Humanities Festival. Alexie’s talk was sponsored by the Freedom to Read 
Foundation and the ALA Offi ce for Intellectual Freedom.

Alexie’s Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian has been one of the most frequently 
challenged books of the past several years, and Alexie spoke of two challenges he was 
currently engaged in—one in Billings, MT, and another in Park City, UT, where some 
parents claimed their high-school children were “psychologically abused” by Alexie 
during a series of talks he gave at the school as part of the city’s “One Book, One Com-
munity” program. 

Pictured, from l.: Barbara Jones, Jonathan Kelley, 
nanette Perez, Sherman alexie, Macey Morales, 
aimee Strittmatter, and deborah Caldwell-Stone
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remembering Frank 
Zappa, 20 years later
By Jonathan Kelley, FTRF Program Offi cer
Adapted from a post to the Freedom to Read Foundation Blog

December 4 marked the 20th anniversary of Frank Zappa’s death 
from cancer at the age of 52.  The Freedom to Read Foundation 
and ALA Offi ce for Intellectual Freedom were, at the time, desig-
nated by his family as among the organizations to receive contri-
butions made in his memory.

To this day, FTRF continues to receive donations to the Frank 
Zappa Memorial Fund.

In addition to being a legendary and infl uential musician, Zappa 
was known throughout his career as a free speech activist. His ef-
forts against the Parents Music Resource Center (spearheaded by 
Tipper Gore) remain legendary. In 1994, Zappa was named to the 
Freedom to Read Foundation Roll of Honor. Check out our page 
honoring his legacy at www.ftrf.org/?ROHZappa.

As his obituary in the March 1994 Newsletter on Intellectual Free-
dom put it:

Zappa’s testing of the boundaries of free speech and his 
use of outrageous and what some called offensive wit 
drew numerous critics, however. Some gays were offended 
by the song “He’s So Gay.” Another song, “Jewish Prin-
cess,” drew a complaint to the FCC from the Anti-Defa-
mation League of B’nai B’rith. His 1979 epic, Joe’s Garage, 
dealt with what would happen if music were illegal.

Zappa’s (sic) took on Tipper Gore over her effort to curb 
access to records with sexually explicit lyrics. In Congres-
sional testimony in 1985, he ridiculed Mrs. Gore’s asser-
tions that lyrics could promote deviant behavior. Zappa 
accused Gore and her supporters of fostering censor-
ship and branded them “a group of bored Washington 
housewives” who wanted to “housebreak all composers 
and performers because of the lyrics of a few.” Zappa later 
memorialized the encounter in Frank Zappa Meets the 
Mothers of Prevention, which included the twelve-minute 
“Porn Wars” using sound bites from the hearing.

In 1986, he appeared before a Maryland Senate sub-
committee considering a bill to ban the sale of obscene 
records and tapes, arguing that there was no scientifi c 
evidence that rock lyrics cause antisocial behavior.

Support Zappa’s uncompromising legacy by making a donation to 
the Zappa Fund!  Visit www.ftrf.org/?Zappa_Fund 

F R O M  T H E  A R C H I V E S
In each issue of Freedom to Read Foundation News we 
bring you articles, case histories, and photos from our ar-
chives, and celebrate those people and events that fi gure 
so prominently in FTRF’s past and present.

From FTRF News Vol. 19, nos. 2–3, 1994: “Freedom to 
read Foundation presents 1994 roll of Honor awards”

As it has done each year since the awards were estab-
lished in 1988, the Freedom to Read Foundation present-
ed its annual Roll of Honor Awards at the Opening General 
Session of the ALA Annual Conference, on Saturday, June 
25. The awards recognize Foundation members who have 
made extraordinary contributions to the Foundation, as 
well as persons who have taken extraordinary action in 
defense of the freedom to read. This year, the Founda-
tion was proud to present its Roll of Honor Awards to 
Frank Zappa, posthumously, and to the partnership of the 
Juneau, Alaska, school board, superintendent and school 
library media specialists.

Frank Zappa was recongized for his lifelong devotion to 
freedom of expression, and his willingness to bring the 
full power of his eloquence and wit to bear in defense of 
the freedom to read. He is best remembered by many 
librarians for his stinging indictment of music labeling, for 
his musical artistry and for his unique ability to pinpoint 
the absurdities of censorship. The award was accepted on 
Zappa’s behalf by his widow, Gail, and daughter, Diva.

The partnership of the Juneau, Alaska, school board, 
superintendent, and school library media specialists was 
recognized for its united response to attacks on school 
libraries for keeping in their collections the children’s pic-
ture book Daddy’s Roommate. The book shows in under-
standable, non-explicit terms, the family arrangements of a 
child of divorced parents whose father is gay. Throughout 
its successful defense, the school district was able to 
stress the importance of the freedom to read, individual 
choice in selecting reading materials from school library 
media collections, the need to serve all of the children who 
attend the school and to present ideas and information 
representing the broad diversity of our society, culture and 
human expression. 

For texts of the citations, visit www.ftrf.org/?Honor. 
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 Friday, January 24

FTRF Board of Trustees Meeting
Learn about the cases FTrF is working on, 
upcoming programs, and censorship issues  
of the day.

9:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m.
Pennsylvania Convention Center, Room 116

Memorial service for  
Carolyn Forsman
Celebrate the life and legacy 
of this librarian, jeweler, 
activist, and longtime FTrF 
supporter.

7:00–8:00 p.m. 
Pennsylvania Convention 
Center, Room 302

 Sunday, January 26

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor

FTRF 8th Annual Banned 
Author Event & Fundraiser
6:00–8:30 p.m. 
National Museum of American 
Jewish History 101 South 
Independence Mall East

www.ftrf.org/event/philly2014

FTRF members: $20 • General public: $30 • Student: $15

Reception & book signing to follow

Phyllis Reynolds Naylor has written more than 135 books, 
including the award–winning Shiloh and the alice series, 
which has appeared multiple times on aLa’s most frequently 
challenged book list. Her most recent book, Now I'll Tell You 
Everything, is the very last book in the alice series and it 
reveals every last bit you’d want to know about alice!

Freedom to Read Foundation 2014 Midwinter Meeting Philadelphia PA
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