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FTRF, ALA file brief 
with US Supreme Court 
on ability to bring First 
Amendment challenges
The Freedom to Read Foundation and American Library Association on Febru-
ary 28 joined a broad range of organizations and bookstores in filing an amicus 
brief with the U.S. Supreme Court in a case potentially affecting the right to 
challenge laws that infringe on the First Amendment prior to their enforcement.

The case, Susan B. Anthony List v. Driehaus, is on appeal to the High Court after 
the Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals affirmed a lower court ruling that the Susan 
B. Anthony List (SBAL) lacked standing to submit a facial (or pre-enforce-
ment) challenge to an Ohio law regulating speech in campaign advertising. The 
lower court found that SBAL couldn’t demonstrate that prosecution under the 
law was “likely” or “imminent.”

In the brief, written by Michael Bamberger and Richard Zuckerman of Dentons 
US LLP, general counsel to Media Coalition, the amici argue that three decades 
of case law clearly demonstrate the importance and effectiveness of allowing pre-
enforcement challenges to statutes that violate the First Amendment. The brief 
cites 23 cases in which such statutes were found unconstitutional or were found 
constitutional only under narrow readings. Amici argue that the Sixth Circuit’s 
definition of standing could have made it difficult for these challenges to be filed, 
thus impinging on the First Amendment rights of booksellers, publishers, librar-
ians, and others who had demonstrated that they could be subject to prosecu-
tion if the statutes were allowed to go into effect.

In announcing the brief, Media Coalition explained:

A pre-enforcement challenge is a critical tool for protecting free 
speech because the passage of an unconstitutional law can have a 
chilling effect, making people afraid to exercise their rights. Such 
challenges, brought either before or soon after a law becomes ef-
fective, can eliminate the danger of the chilling effect by obtaining 
a prompt judicial decision on the law’s constitutionality and, if 

N.C. school 
district retains 
The House of 
the Spirits after 
lengthy struggle
On February 27, the Watauga County, N.C., 
School Board voted 3-2 to retain Isabel Al-
lende’s The House of the Spirits for use in a 
10th grade English honors class. The decision 
brought to end months of heated debate, but 
did not completely end the controversy.

The final decision came in the wake of efforts 
by local parents, teachers, students, commu-
nity members, the author, and local and na-
tional organizations, including the Freedom 
to Read Foundation, to defend access to the 
book. The saga began in October, when par-
ent Chastity Lesesne called for the removal of 
Allende’s book from Mary Kent Whitaker’s 
class, calling it “horrific” and “immoral.” Mrs. 
Lesesne sought to remove the book from the 
curriculum even though her son and other 
students were offered Moby Dick as an alter-
nate assignment pursuant to district policy.  
She stated that the opt-out provision did not 
allow for “equal educational opportunity.” 

After use of the book was upheld on October 
25 by the Watauga High School Media and 
Technology Advisory Committee, Ms. Lesesne 
appealed; in December, a review committee 
voted unanimously to retain the book. 

CoNTINUED on p. 7CoNTINUED on p. 2
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Academic free-
dom, academic 
libraries, and the 
Freedom to Read 
Foundation

Great to greet so many of 
you at an exciting Midwinter 
Meeting in Philly—where we 
celebrated a fiscally healthy 
and growing Freedom to Read 
Foundation, ready to tackle 

such challenges as Arce v. Huppenthal! We 
will keep you posted as this case, with the 
FTRF amicus brief, makes its way through 
the courts. One Tucson librarian handed me 
her FTRF membership check and said this 
challenge prompted her and others to join 
our cause. She believes such cases shine a 
light on the entire curriculum in the Tucson 
public schools in terms of its impact on the 
Mexican-American community. Remember 
that libraries and curricula filled with diverse 
content benefit ALL OF US. Please consider 
holding a Latino book fair, read-out, or other 
event to create awareness of this important 
lawsuit and of the wealth of literature some 
of us may have missed in school. See our 
December newsletter, and the case web page 
at www.ftrf.org/?Arce_v_Huppenthal, for a 
timeline and other background. 

I am delighted to report that since my last 
column, the Orland Park (IL) Public Library 
has settled on a policy for Internet use for 
adults. Of course we are pleased that the 
library board decided to use many of our 
suggestions, which have stood the test of time 
(not to mention the Constitution!). But we 
remain concerned that the controversy did 
not always bring out the best in people—in a 
country where we are blessed with the right to 
assemble to speak our mind. It did prompt us 
to create additional “real world” recommen-
dations for librarians  

F R o m  T H E 
E x E c u T I V E  D I R E c T o R , 
B A R B A R A  m .  j o n E S

CoNTINUED on p. 6

Censorship in the News
Alexie’s Absolutely True Diary challenged once again
Sherman Alexie’s The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian was chal-
lenged but retained for classroom use in Albany, Oregon in February. A 
reconsideration committee at Sweet Home Junior High was formed after five 
people—two of whom had students in the eighth grade class in which the 
book had been assigned—asked for the book’s removal. The teachers had pro-
vided an alternative reading selection for students whose parents did not sign 
a permission slip to read Alexie’s book, which has been among the five most 
frequently challenged books for the last three years.

According to the Albany Democrat-Herald report from a February 5 public 
meeting, “[o]pponents questioned classroom use of material containing words 
forbidden by the school’s code of conduct. They said curse words and lewd dis-
cussions might be the norm for some students, but that schools should hold to 
a higher standard, and shouldn’t have to resort to a book some find inappro-
priate just to get kids to read.”

necessary a preliminary injunction that 
suspends the law while the case is being 
litigated. 

FTRF executive director Barbara Jones said: 

The importance of the brief submitted by FTRF, ALA, and the other 
organizations goes beyond the facts of any one case and speaks to the 
fundamental principle that Americans shouldn’t have to wait for ar-
rests or other penalties to occur in order to challenge laws that clearly 
violate our freedoms to speak, publish, and receive information. The 
library community is pleased to join this effort to preserve our right 
to challenge unconstitutional laws before they impair our freedom.

Media Coalition has created a web page (mediacoalition.org/sbal-v-driehaus/) 
with more information about the case, a link to the brief, and an interactive 
map detailing the cases cited in the brief (including many in which FTRF and 
ALA participated). Other parties on the brief include the American Booksellers 
Association, American Booksellers Foundation for Free Expression, Associa-
tion of American Publishers, Comic Book Legal Defense Fund, Dark Horse 
Comics, and several book stores and bookseller associations.

FTRF files brief with 
Supreme Court

 CoNTINUED from p. 1
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n E w S  &  n o T E S
GoRDoN M. CoNABLE CoNFERENCE SCHoLARSHIP 
APPLICATIoNS oPEN THRoUGH APRIL 11
applications for the 2014 Gordon M. Conable Conference Scholarship 
are now open. If you are a library school student or recent graduate 
(three years or less removed) with a passion for intellectual freedom, 
consider applying for this great opportunity. The freedom to read foun-
dation will provide for conference registration, transportation, housing, 
and per diem for the recipient.

applicants are required to write an essay detailing their interest in intel-
lectual freedom and how they plan to use this opportunity to further that 
interest during and after the conference.

If you are not eligible, please pass the word about the scholarship to 
someone you know. also, consider supporting this project by making a 
donation to the Conable fund.

The award recipient will be announced in late april. for more informa-
tion, or to make a contribution to support this initiative, please visit  
www.ftrf.org/?Conable_Scholarship.

KRUG FUND BANNED BooKS WEEK GRANT APPLICATIoNS ARE 
oPEN THRoUGH APRIL 30
for the fifth consecutive year, fTrf’s Judith f. Krug Memorial fund 
will provide grants in support of Banned Books Week events. applica-
tions for the 2014 Krug fund Banned Books Week event Grants will be 
accepted between March 17–april 30, 2014. To date, 28 grants have 
been given to support a wide variety of engaging, provocative, and fun 
events celebrating the freedom to read.

Banned Books Week 2014 takes place September 21–27. please visit 
www.ftrf.org/?Krug_BBW for more details.

ALA ANNoUNCES LEMoNy SNICKET PRIzE FoR NoBLE 
LIBRARIANS FACED WITH ADVERSITy
The american library association will unveil a new award at this year’s 
annual Conference in las Vegas: the lemony Snicket prize for Noble 
librarians faced with adversity. The award is the brainchild of lemony 
Snicket creator daniel Handler, who will present the inaugural award in 
person during the ala president’s program (the keynote speaker will 
be frequently challenged author lois lowry). The award comes with a 
$3,000 prize, a certificate, and “an odd, symbolic object from [lemony 
Snicket’s] private stash.”

The award is co-administered by the ala Governance office and the 
office for Intellectual freedom. More information is available at ala.org/
awardsgrant/lemonysnicket.

The deadline for nominations is april 15, 2014.
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Slate for the 2014 
FTRF trustee 
election
Eleven candidates for the Freedom to Read Founda-
tion board of trustees have been slated for the 2014 
election by the Nominating Committee. Five trustees 
will be elected to two-year terms in this spring’s elec-
tion. Ballots will be mailed April 1 to all current (2014) 
FTRF members. To join or renew your membership, 
or confirm your membership status, please call (312) 
280-4226 or visit www.ftrf.org.

Candidates for Freedom to Read Foundation 
Board, 2014–2016

•	  Michael Baldwin, Director, Benbrook Public 
Library, Benbrook, TX

•	  Thom Barthelmess, Curator, Butler Children’s 
Literature Center, Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science, Dominican University, River 
Forest, IL

•	  Martin Garnar, Reference Services Librarian and 
Professor of Library Science, Regis University, 
Denver, CO

•	  Robert Hubsher, Executive Director, Ramapo 
Catskill Library System, Middletown, NY

•	 Kathy Ishizuka, Executive Editor, School Library 
Journal, New York, NY

•	  Julius C. Jefferson Jr., Information Research 
Specialist, Congressional Research Service, Library 
of Congress, Washington, DC

•	  Em Claire Knowles, Assistant Dean for Student 
Affairs, Simmons College Graduate School of 
Library and Information Science, Boston, MA

•	  Gretchen McCord, attorney/trainer/consultant, 
Austin, TX

•	  Pattie Piotrowski, Assistant Dean for Public 
Services, Illinois Institute of Technology, Paul V. 
Galvin Library, Chicago, IL

•	  Julia Warga, Social Sciences Librarian, Kenyon 
College, Gambier, OH

•	 Michael Wright, Interim Associate University 
Librarian and Director, Collections and Scholarly 
Communication, The University of Iowa, Iowa 
City, IA 
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FTRF President’s Report to ALA Council
Following the FTRF board meeting at each ALA Annual Conference and Midwinter Meeting, the FTRF president issues a report on its 
activities to the ALA Council. In addition to reporting on Arce v. Huppenthal and the 2013 Krug Fund Banned Books Week grants, both 
of which were covered at length in the December FTRF News (available at www.ftrf.org/?Newsletter_Archives), Julius C. Jefferson, Jr. re-
ported on the following topics. You can read the full Report to Council, along with reports dating back to 1999, at www.ftrf.org/?Council.

DEVELoPING ISSUES 
Helen Adams, a member of the Developing Issues Committee, 
led a discussion about a growing movement to require K–12 
teachers and librarians to “red flag” books for “problematic” 
content or to exclude books that express disfavored viewpoints 
on controversial issues. She described one school district’s 
decision to install a “library review committee” to ensure that 
books in the library presented controversial issues “in the 
right way” and discussed a Virginia parent’s campaign to have 
the Virginia Board of Education adopt regulations that will 
require school faculty to identify books containing sensitive 
or controversial content and to publish a syllabus prior to 
the commencement of classes that notifies parents about any 
sensitive or sexually explicit materials that may be included 
in the course, the textbook, or any supplemental instructional 
materials. These initiatives substantially interfere with instruc-
tors’ academic freedom and pose a real risk of chilling teachers’ 
and librarians’ acquisition and use of complex and challenging 
literature. 

Theresa Chmara, FTRF’s general counsel, provided an over-
view of the recent federal appellate “Net Neutrality” decision 
striking down the FCC’s Open Internet Order and various 

lawsuits that are challenging the legal validity of the National 
Security Agency’s surveillance on First Amendment grounds.

STRATEGIC PLAN AND FTRF MEMBERSHIP 
In order to advance those portions of FTRF’s strategic plan 
addressing organizational capacity and growth, the Trustees 
approved two action items designed to regularize the Founda-
tion’s use of interest income from the endowment to support 
the activities of the Foundation. Among these activities is an 
active campaign to increase FTRF’s membership by reaching 
out to the general public and institutions with an interest in 
advancing intellectual freedom. 

Your own membership in the Freedom to Read Foundation is 
needed to sustain and grow FTRF’s unique role as the defender 
of First Amendment rights in the library and in the wider 
world. I invite you to join me in supporting FTRF as a personal 
member, and ask that you please consider inviting your 
organization or your institution to join FTRF as an organiza-
tional member. Please visit www.ftrf.org and join today. 
Alternatively, you can call the FTRF office at (800) 545-2433 
x4226 and join by phone, or send a check payable to Freedom 
to Read Foundation, 50 E. Huron St., Chicago, IL 60611. 

Top, left to right: FTRF program officer Jonathan Kelley, 
author Phyllis Reynolds Naylor, and ALA office for Intel-
lectual Freedom program officer Nanette Perez at Naylor’s 
book signing. Crowd enjoys Naylor’s speech at FTRF’s 
annual author event at the National Museum of American 
Jewish History. 

Bottom, left to right: Mitch Freedman reminisces about 
Carolyn Forsman at the memorial reception in her honor. 
Reception attendees peruse Forsman’s creations, button 
collection, and other memorabilia. 
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Remarks by Downs Award recipient DaNae Leu 
DaNae Leu, an elementary school librarian in Davis School District, Utah, was named the 2013 recipient of the Robert B. Downs Intel-
lectual Freedom Award presented by the faculty of the Graduate School of Library and Information Science at the University of Illinois 
at Urbana-Champaign. Leu was honored for her work in helping keep the book In Our Mothers’ House on district library shelves.  
FTRF was pleased to provide support for the effort that resulted in the book being kept. Here are Leu’s remarks, adapted, at the award 
ceremony during the 2014 ALA Midwinter Meeting in Philadelphia.

I’ve been trying to think of something very profound to say 
tonight so you could walk away and talk about how moving my 
speech was. I could talk about intellectual freedom but what is 

there to say to this group 
that you don’t already 
know? The initial chal-
lenge to In Our Mothers’ 
House didn’t originate 
at my school. My school 
was one of only four 
(in a district with 60 
elementary schools) 
with the book in its 
collection. Because the 
challenge went to the 
district level all of us 

with copies of the book were told we would be required to put 
the book behind our shelves and students would need a parent’s 
permission to read a book that was clearly written for small 
children. When I was given this mandate I was not happy, to put 
it in mild terms. I did put it behind my desk—way up high, on a 
shelf where everyone could see it, decorated and lit to best effect. 
It received a lot more attention than it had when it was sitting 
on the shelf. I was upset but didn’t really 
know what to do but complain—a lot—to 
everyone who happened to cross my path. 

Tonight, I wanted to make a clever compar-
ison to being in Philadelphia and the Bill of 
Rights, and the First Amendment. But I did 
research. I’m a librarian and that is what we 
do. Sadly, I discovered that the Bill of Rights was ratified in New 
York. So, Philadelphia failed me there. Nevertheless, let’s go 
ahead and talk of the First Amendment. The freedom of speech 
is there of course but also the freedom of the press. If a reporter 
hadn’t been doing her job and called me this story might have 
a very different end. To this day I don’t know how she knew to 
call me—if she’d been tipped or if she was calling every librar-
ian until she found a live wire. When the article went public I 
had a profound understanding for the importance that a free 
press plays in our society. 

Because of that article suddenly I was getting e-mails from all 
kinds of people. The ACLU became involved. I was contacted 

almost immediately by the Utah Library Association’s Intel-
lectual Freedom Committee and was asked to join. I did. The 
committee was fairly small at that time. But under the direction 
of our ferocious leader we have grown immensely. We’ve con-
ducted informational trainings on censorship, self-censorship, 
diversity in libraries, and intellectual freedom. I’m happy to 
say the most important change that has come from all of this 
has been within my school district. When some, with the best 
of intentions, initiated an agenda to pull certain books to help 
parents feel “safe” with what information their children had 
access to it was quickly made clear that such action would be an 
ethical violation and not a practice that would be condoned by 
the district. Not only did that particular agenda get rescinded 
but we were able to work out a strong policy to meet future 
challenges. That policy has been approved by the school board 
and gives us all a strong platform for meeting issues of censor-
ship. I know my district would rather not have had the noto-
riety of a lawsuit but I was pleased they found a way to get the 
book back on the shelf and come out the other side stronger on 
issues of intellectual freedom and our students’ rights to read.

I’m confident that in five or twenty years our libraries will hold 
many books that depict families similar to the one shown In Our 

Mothers’ House and we won’t blink an eye. 
Fifty years ago there was a strong move-
ment to dissuade publishers from showing 
children of color in children’s books. And 
although we might say there is still a great 
imbalance in quantity, children’s literature 
today does contain a richness of diversity. 
I feel strongly that when children turn to 

books they should have the opportunity to see their lives, their 
experiences, and their families reflected back. They also should be 
lucky enough to see other lives, other experiences, and other fam-
ilies. That is what it means to be part of a country whose found-
ers guaranteed that we have the freedom to say different things 
than what others believe no matter how powerful they are. That’s 
what they promised when the First Amendment was conceived 
(in Philadelphia, although it wasn’t ratified until New York).

I am grateful and inspired by groups like GSLIS and Libraries 
Unlimited, the Freedom to Read Foundation, and the National 
Coalition Against Censorship. Thank you for this honor and for 
fighting the fight of free expression for all of us. 

Left to right are Kathryn Suarez (Libraries 
Unlimited, the co-sponsor of the award); 
Christine Jenkins (GSLIS); DaNae Leu, the 
Award winner; and Allen Renear (GSLIS).

 

If a reporter hadn’t been doing 
her job and called me this story 
might have a very different end.
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who are facing 
filtering chal-
lenges. 

I want to send my warmest congratula-
tions to the Orland Park Library Board, 
residents, and especially the courageous 
librarians who weathered this very stress-
ful time. Speaking out and defending the 
freedom to read did work! 

Academic libraries join FTRF
It is a joy to announce a significant 
growth in FTRF membership among 
college and research libraries—at latest 
count, 38 new members! Welcome to all 
of you! Thank you, Treasurer Jim Neal, 
for assisting in this important recruit-
ment effort. I thought it would be ap-
propriate to let you know how significant 
this growth is for the Freedom to Read 
Foundation. After spending 35 years in 
academic and research libraries, this topic 
is near and dear to my heart. 

Academic freedom
One of the most celebrated academic 
freedom cases comes from the Univer-
sity of Wisconsin at Madison where, in 
1894, Professor Richard Ely was accused 
by the State Superintendent of Public 
Instruction of teaching radical economic 
theories. The Board of Regents investi-
gated his activities and concluded there 
was no cause to fire Ely. They then issued 
the iconic statement:

Whatever may be the limitations 
which trammel inquiry elsewhere 
. . . we believe the great state 
University of Wisconsin should 
ever encourage that continual 
and fearless sifting and winnow-
ing by which alone the truth can 
be found.

This statement describes what happens 
in a good library: the users find a vast 
array of information and are free to sift 
through it without fear of repercussion 
and make up their own minds. This is the 
essence of the freedom to read.

Academic issues
 CoNTINUED from p. 2
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I serve on Committee A of the Ameri-
can Association of University Professors 
(AAUP), because FTRF, ALA, and AAUP 
all support academic freedom in the spirit 
of the Madison document.

What gets censored in an 
academic library? 
You might be surprised to learn that 
every year there are attempts to remove 
books or other content from academic 
libraries. The reason may not be “age 
inappropriate.” Instead, it might be “no 
scholarly value” or “offensive to women.” 
Or science faculty may object to any 
holdings on creationism. We are likely to 
see attempts to keep library collections 
“politically correct.” A student once came 
to my office complaining that “all the 
books were pro-Mao, and none about his 
opposition.” The Collection Development 
Committee met, analyzed the holdings, 
and along with a student group added 
more diverse content—they did not re-
move any! This, in the Brandeisian spirit 
of “more speech.” 

I have worked in two academic libraries 
in which sexually explicit content became 
an issue with Internet viewing. In one 
case, guards were monitoring computer 
gaming on university library terminals 
because they didn’t realize it was allowed 
and that some students were taking 
courses on gaming. In another, a woman 
from a non-Western culture objected to 
how women were portrayed on a site that 
would not be considered “obscene” per 
the U.S. Constitution but that might be 
labeled as such in many cultures.

Sifting and Winnowing plaque at Bascom Hall. 
(Photo courtesy of UW-Madison Archives)

outside pressure
Another issue that comes up frequently 
in academia is outside pressure, often 
from political figures. Last year, it was 
revealed that Purdue University president 
Mitch Daniels, when he was governor 
of Indiana, had led an effort to try to rid 
“propaganda” from courses for teachers 
and aspiring teachers, singling out histo-
rian Howard Zinn’s works. 

Just this month, a South Carolina state 
legislator attempted to withhold funding 
from state colleges that assigned Alison 
Bechdel’s Fun Home and the LGBT com-
pilation Out Loud: The Best of Rainbow 
Radio to freshmen.

Speech among academics
In 2012 the Edwin Mellen Press filed 
a multimillion dollar lawsuit against 
Canada’s McMaster University and Dale 
Askey, a librarian who in 2010 posted on 
his blog criticisms about the press. (At 
the time of the posting, Askey worked 
at an American university.) ALA, AAUP, 
the Association of Research Libraries, 
and others registered their strong objec-
tions and Mellen Press dropped the suit. 
However, a second $1 million libel suit, 
filed by Mellen Press founder Herbert 
Richardson against Askey individually, 
remains pending. FTRF and ALA will 
continue to defend the right of academic 
librarians to post their opinions. I’m 
pleased to report that this year, Askey was 
awarded the Canadian Library Associa-
tion’s 2014 Award for the Advancement 
of Intellectual Freedom.

If you are interested in this subject I 
have written a book: Protecting Intellec-
tual Freedom in Your Academic Library. I 
welcome further dialogue in this crucial 
arena. Most importantly, please spread 
the word to your friends that unfortu-
nately, the freedom to read often is threat-
ened where we least expect it—in colleges 
and universities! We need your support. 

Best Wishes, Barbara 
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Jumping into the fray in 
November were members 
of the Watauga County 
Board of Commission-
ers, some of whom railed 

against the book as “filth” during a joint meeting with 
the Board of Education. That same month, Allende sent 
a letter to the school board defending the book and its 
use in classrooms, and FTRF executive director Barbara 
Jones signed a letter, coordinated by the Kids Right to 
Read Project, urging the board to retain the book.

On December 3, Joseph Bathani, an English profes-
sor at Appalachian State University and the North 
Carolina Poet Laureate, held a standing-room-only 
“teach-in” and discussion about the book and issues 
of censorship.

On February 10, the school board invited comments 
from community members about the book. 21 par-
ents, educators, and students spoke—half defending 
the book, half opposing it, and one neutral. 

On the day of the board meeting, the ACLU of North 
Carolina joined a community rally in support of the 
book, which helped the issue gain statewide attention. 
The Monday following the decision, Lesesne discussed 
her complaint on the TV show Fox and Friends; host 
Elizabeth Hasselbeck tied the controversy over The 
House of the Spirits to concerns over the Common 
Core curriculum—a national trend that FTRF and the 
Office for Intellectual Freedom continue to monitor.

This story was written based on reports from the High 
Country Press, the Watauga Democrat, and the 
Watauga Watch blog. Our thanks to Dave Trudeau, 
chair of the North Carolina Library Association’s 
Intellectual Freedom Committee, for his continuous 
monitoring of and advocacy around this situation. 

F R o m  T H E  A R c H I V E S
In each issue of freedom to read foundation News we bring you articles, 
case histories, and photos from our archives, and celebrate those people 
and events that figure so prominently in fTrf’s past and present.

From FTRF News Vol. 13, No. 4, 1985

FoUNDATIoN FIGHTS SCHooL LIBRARy CENSoRSHIP

The freedom to read foundation is providing legal and financial assis-
tance to a group of parents and students in Sallisaw, oklahoma who are 
fighting the removal of a book from the eastside Grade School. faulken-
berry v. Board of education of Sallisaw, filed in federal court on october 
17, charges the Sallisaw Board of education, four board members and the 
superintendent with violating the plaintiffs’ first and fourteenth amend-
ment rights. at issue is the removal in March, 1985 of The Sisters Impossi-
ble, a children’s book by J.d. landis, from the elementary school library....

The controversy over the book grew out of the objections of the parents 
of a fourth-grade student to what they called the book’s “inappropriate 
language” and “negative attitude.” despite the fact that the couple had 
not read the book in its entirety, they asked a member of the school board 
to remove the book from their daughter’s school. The board member 
kept the book but did not notify the appropriate school officials, thereby 
circumventing the school district’s established policy regarding school 
library materials which are challenged by citizens. 

Subsequently, a review committee of teachers was appointed to review 
the book and make recommendations to the full board as to whether or 
not the book should remain in the library. The committee unanimously 
recommended that the book be retained....

The school board refused to overturn its decision to remove the book, 
despite encouragement to do so from the Sallisaw Classroom Teachers 
association and the oklahoma library association. Concerned Citizens 
and parents for Children’s rights, a community group formed to fight 
censorship, presented the board with a 500-signature petition urging 
reinstatement of the book, but the board did not relent....

Excerpt from FTRF News Vol. 14, No. 1, 1986

SCHooL LIBRARy CENSoRSHIP CASE To BE SETTLED

an agreement in principle has been reached in faulkenberry v. Board of 
education of Sallisaw. The agreement calls for the Sallisaw Board of 
education to return J.d. landis’ The Sisters Impossible to the elementary 
school library from which it had been removed; to adopt new guidelines 
concerning the review or removal of library materials to bring the proce-
dures within american library association-recommended standards; and 
to pay a substantial portion of the plaintiffs’ attorney’s fees and costs.

The House of the 
Spirits challenge

 CoNTINUED from p. 1

Those supporting the novel being taught in Watauga High 
School applaud after Whitaker’s February 27 presentation.
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Understanding FTRF’s Litigation Efforts
This webinar featuring Freedom to Read 
Foundation’s general counsel Theresa Chmara 
will provide background information and status 
updates regarding FTRF’s involvement in 
Arce v. Huppenthal, the case involving Tucson 
Unified School District’s Mexican American 
Studies program, and Susan B. Anthony List v. 
Driehaus, FTRF’s latest case about the ability 
to issue pre-enforcement challenges to laws 
impinging on the First Amendment (see p. 1). 

Date: April 29, 2014
Time: Noon–1:00 p.m. EDT/9:00–10:00 a.m. PDT

This webinar is presented free of charge to Freedom to 
Read Foundation members. Register at www.ftrf.org/event/
Chmara_2014_Webinar. 

Note: space is limited.

Banned 
Books 
Week
September 
21–27, 2014

Banned Books Week 2014 is 
coming up. Applications for the 
Judith F. Krug Memorial Fund 
Banned Books Week event  
grants are open—see p. 3 or visit  
www.ftrf.org/?Krug_BBW.

SAVE THE DATEExclusive for FTRF members!


