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FTRF joins amicus 
brief in Prison Legal 
News v. Kane
Does the First Amendment allow a judge in 
Pennsylvania to quash the next In Cold Blood 
or Autobiography of Malcolm X? That ques-
tion is at the heart of FTRF’s newest case.

The Freedom to Read Foundation last 
month signed on to an amicus brief in Prison 
Legal News v. Kane, a federal lawsuit chal-
lenging the constitutionality of a Penn-
sylvania law that permits crime victims to 
sue offenders to stop actions— including 
speech—that cause “mental anguish” to the 
victims. The “Revicitimization Relief Act,” 
passed in October 2014, harms the right of 
convicted criminals (including those out of 
the justice system) to speak and write, and, 
significantly, the right of the public to receive 
information.

On January 8, the ACLU of Pennsylvania filed 
suit on behalf of several media outlets and former prisoners to challenge the 
law, which could stop distribution of any work created with the cooperation of a 
convicted offender. On February 17, the Freedom to Read Foundation filed our 
amicus brief, which argues that allowing judges to issue injunctions on speech 
imposes unconstitutional prior restraints “on a limitless range of speech, includ-
ing matters of public interest, such as deterring crime, rehabilitation of prisoners, 
prison conditions, and fundamental issues of justice.”

“Indeed, advocates of this Act took pride in saying the Act would al-
low crime victims to seek injunctions that would prevent the media—
either indirectly through an injunction on the offender, or according 
to some supporters, directly through an injunction on reporters, 
documentarians, and other publishers—from disseminating inter-
views with prisoners to the community at large.”

LIS student’s 
FOIA request 
reveals untold 
details in CPS 
Persepolis flap
During the week of March 11, 2013, di-
rectives were issued by administrators 
at Chicago Public Schools’ Fullerton school 
network and Lane Tech High School to 
remove Marjane Sartrapi’s acclaimed graphic 
novel Persepolis from school libraries and 
classrooms on the grounds that the book 
contained inappropriate language and  
images.

The directive to remove Persepolis from CPS’ 
libraries and classrooms became public after 
students at Lane Tech alerted their classmates 
in the school’s journalism program. Bloggers 
and critics publicized the directive and the 
apparent effort to ban the book from CPS 
classrooms, and students took to the streets 
to protest the book’s removal. As the protests 
mounted, CPS administrators slowly back-
tracked on the initial directive; CPS Chief 
Barbara Byrd-Bennett eventually issued a 
letter denying that there was any effort to 
ban the book and limiting the directive to 
remove Persepolis to 7th grade classrooms.

The Freedom to Read Foundation and 
ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom were 
involved from the beginning, supporting the 
students and organizations that sought to 
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The state of 
FTRF finances

The Freedom to Read Foun-
dation advances a critical 
mission to promote and 
protect freedom of speech, and 
the public right of access to 
wisdom and knowledge. The 

financial resources of the Foundation enable 
its legal and educational work. I provide be-
low a briefing on the state of FTRF finances.

The annual FTRF operating budget illus-
trates our critical dependence on member-
ship dues. In FY15, $154,000 is projected 
to come from memberships, both personal 
and organizational. An additional $30,000 
will come from donations, and $1,400 from 
interest and dividends. This income is not 
projected to cover the FY15 operating ex-
penses of $277,500. Therefore, we will plan 
to draw down $47,100 from the endowment 
(5 percent of the principal based on Board 
approved policy), and we have projected 
$45,000 from 45th anniversary events.

The FTRF annual operating expenditures fall 
into the following major categories, as re-
flected in the FY15 budget: $38,000 for legal 
fees, $41,800 for grants, $119,400 for wages 
and benefits, $18,500 for travel and confer-
ence, $14,000 for accounting and audit, and 
the balance for various office and supply 
expenses.

The FTRF endowment has grown signifi-
cantly over the past five years from $814,454 

F R O M  T H E 
F T R F  T R E A S U R E R ,  J I M  N E A L

CONTINUED on p. 7

Supporters of the law were motivated by a recent recorded graduation address 
for Goddard College in Vermont by Mumia Abu-Jamal, who was convicted of 
the 1981 murder of police officer Daniel Faulker. The brief points out many 
other examples of speech from offenders that could be impacted by such a law:

• Media reports about crimes of great public interest, such as 60 Minutes’ 
interview with Timothy McVeigh.

• Memoirs and true crime stories such as Soul on Ice, The Autobiography 
of Malcolm X, In Cold Blood, and The Executioner’s Song, as the first two 
included information from past offenders discussing their crimes, and the 
latter two used interviews with offenders to create important works. 

• Speech alleging wrongful conviction, including Michael Morton’s Getting 
Life: An Innocent Man’s 25-Year Journey from Prison to Peace; documentaries 
Paradise Lost and The Thin Blue Line; and WBEZ’s podcast Serial.

The brief was written by the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the Press 
and also joined by American Booksellers for Free Expression and Pennsylvania 
NewsMedia Association. It is available at www.ftrf.org/?Current_Cases.

A motion for preliminary injunction was argued on February 26 in the U.S. 
District Court for the Middle District of Pennsylvania. A hearing on the 
plaintiffs’ motion for preliminary injunction is scheduled for March 30.  

FTRF joins amicus brief
 CONTINUED from p. 1

Arizona House passes amend-
ment to “nude image” law 

Plaintiffs express ongoing constitutional 
concerns
In the December 2014 issue of FTRF News, we reported that one of FTRF’s 
cases, Antigone Books v. Horne, had been put on hold pending action to amend 
the “nude image” law (known as H.B. 2515) by the Arizona State Legislature.

CONTINUED on p. 7
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Applications open for Conable Conference Scholarship
Applications are open for the 2015 Gordon Conable Conference 
Scholarship, which will enable an LIS student or new professional to at-
tend ALA’s 2015 Annual Conference, held June 25–30 in San Francisco.

The scholarship provides for conference registration, transportation, 
housing for six nights, and a $300 meal stipend. In return, the recipient 
will be expected to attend various FTRF and other intellectual freedom 
meetings and events at the conference, consult with a mentor, and pres-
ent a written report about their experiences. 

The deadline for submitting an application for the 2015 Conable Schol-
arship is Friday, April 3; the award will be announced in late April. Visit 
www.ftrf.org/?Conable_Scholarship to apply and for more information.

Remembering David Cohen
The library world lost a true giant 
last month with the passing of  
David Cohen on February 5 at 
the age of 105. David received 
the FTRF Roll of Honor Award  
in 2005.

According to David’s friend, Rocco 
Staino, David’s family has re-
quested that donations in his name 
be made to the Freedom to Read Foundation. If you would like to make 
such a donation, you may do so at www.ftrf.org/donations.  

FTRF has created a web page to honor David at www.ftrf.org/?ROH 
Cohen. It includes photos, a list of honors and awards, and the text of 
his Roll of Honor citation.  If you know of anything we can add, please 
contact Jonathan Kelley at jokelley@ala.org. 

Krug Fund Banned Books Week grant applications open
Applications are open through May 1 for 2015 Judith F. Krug Memorial 
Fund Banned Books Week event grants. Banned Books Week 2015 will 
take place September 27–October 3. 
 
Organizations are required to submit an event description, timeline, and 
budget with their application; they also will agree to provide a written 
report, photos, and video from their event(s) to FTRF following Banned 
Books Week. Detailed grant guidelines are available at www.ftrf.org 
/?Krug_BBW.  
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Slate for 2015 FTRF 
trustee election
Twelve candidates for the Freedom to Read Founda-
tion board of trustees have been slated for the 2015 
election by the Nominating Committee. Six trustees 
will be elected to two-year terms. Ballots will be mailed 
April 1 to all current (2015) FTRF members. To join or 
renew your membership, or confirm your membership 
status, please call (312) 280-4226 or visit www.ftrf.
org/?membership.

Candidates for Freedom to Read Foundation 
Board, 2015–2017 Term
• J. Douglas Archer, Peace Studies, Global Affairs 

& Political Science Librarian, Hesburgh Libraries, 
University of Notre Dame, Notre Dame, IN

• Charles Brownstein, Executive Director, Comic 
Book Legal Defense Fund, New York, NY

• John Chrastka, Executive Director, EveryLibrary, 
Berwyn, IL

• John “Mack” Freeman, Marketing and Program-
ming Coordinator, West Georgia Regional Library, 
Carrollton, GA

• Alexia Hudson-Ward, Associate Librarian, Penn 
State Abington College, Abington, PA

• Jim Neal, University Librarian Emeritus, Columbia 
University, New York, NY

• Henry Reichman, First Vice-President/Chair, 
Committee A on Academic Freedom and Tenure, 
American Association of University Professors, 
Albany, CA

• Neil M. Richards, Professor of Law, Washington 
University, St. Louis, MO

• Loriene Roy, Professor and Graduate Advisor, 
School of Information, The University of Texas at 
Austin, Austin, TX

• Sophia Sotilleo, Assistant Professor/Access Services 
Librarian, Langston Hughes Memorial Library, The 
Lincoln University, Lincoln University, MD

• Julia Warga, Associate Director for Research and 
Instruction, Kenyon College, Gambier, OH

• Michael Wright, Director, Dubuque County 
Library District, Dubuque, IA  



Freedom to Read Foundation News

4

P R O G R A M S

Teaching “Intellectual Freedom and Censorship”
By Emily J. M. Knox, Ph.D., MSLIS

During the fall semester of 2014 the Freedom to Read Foun-
dation collaborated with the Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science (GSLIS) at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign to offer a graduate-level intellectual free-
dom class online to library and information science students. 
Although I had taught the class two times before, this was 
the first time that the class had been offered as a partnership 
between the Foundation and GSLIS. With the support of the 
Judith F. Krug Memorial Fund, the class included guest speakers 
as well as documents and videos from the FTRF and ALA Of-
fice for Intellectual Freedom Archives to supplement the course 
reading materials. Most importantly, FTRF offered two scholar-
ships to students who otherwise would not have been able to 
take the course.

Like all classes in the GSLIS online program, the course was 
held synchronously with students logging in simultaneously 
to the Blackboard Collaborate virtual classroom. The 8-week 
course was divided into two main sections: foundations and 
practice. After an introductory session featuring Barbara Jones 
and Deborah Caldwell-Stone, the Executive Director and Depu-
ty Director of FTRF, students were led through the historical 
roots of intellectual freedom, the importance of codes of ethics, 
and specific intellectual freedom topics including free speech, 
hate speech, pro- and anti-censorship arguments, and privacy. 

Readings included classic works including John Stuart Mill’s 
“On Liberty” and Lester Asheim’s “Not Censorship but Selec-
tion.” Other readings, such as chapters from Censoring Culture: 
Contemporary Threats to Free Expression and Daniel J. Solove’s 
“‘I’ve Got Nothing to Hide’ and Other Misunderstandings 
of Privacy,” added to students’ knowledge of various areas of 
intellectual freedom. All students were required to buy both 
the Intellectual Freedom Manual and James LaRue’s The New 
Inquisition: Understanding and Managing Intellectual Freedom 
Challenges. FTRF generously provided a copy of Valerie Nye 
and Kathy Barco’s True Stories of Censorship Battles in America’s 
Libraries to each student in the class. This collection of essays 
provided descriptive accounts of actual challenge cases in many 
different settings.

Each week guest speakers joined the class to discuss their own 
experiences with censorship in their professional lives or to 
discuss the work of the Freedom to Read Foundation. For ex-
ample, Dee Venuto, Media Center Coordinator at Rancocas Val-
ley Regional High School (New Jersey), told the students about 
the challenge to materials in her library, while Theresa Chmara, 

FTRF’s General Counsel, updated students on the current court 
cases in which FTRF is involved. 

The latter class sections focused on how to develop policies that 
incorporate best practices to protect patrons’ access to informa-
tion in libraries and other information institutions. Using both 
the Intellectual Freedom Manual and LaRue’s New Inquisition, 
the final project for the course required students to respond 
to a library challenge by writing a letter of response to the 
complainant, a letter to the library or school board including a 
support file of documents, a community relations plan, and a 
reflection paper. The case scenarios covered a variety of settings 
including, school, public, and academic libraries. 

Intellectual Freedom and Censorship is one of my favorite 
classes to teach as the students push my research down new and 
fruitful paths. Discussions about what it means to uphold the 
ALA Code of Ethics and support intellectual freedom for all are 
always exciting. It was a great honor to teach this course and to 
be ranked as excellent by my students in their course evalua-
tions. I am looking forward to teaching it in collaboration with 
the Freedom to Read Foundation in the years to come. 

About Emily Knox
Emily Knox is an assistant professor in the 
Graduate School of Library and Information 
Science (GSLIS) at the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign.

Her research interests include intellectual 
freedom and censorship, the intersection of 
print culture and reading practices, and information ethics and 
policy.

Emily’s book, Book Banning in 21st Century America, which 
expands on the themes in the above article, was published by 
Rowman & Littlefield in January 2015. It is the first monograph 
in the Beta Phi Mu Scholars’ Series.  

FTRF and GSLIS to offer class again in 
Fall 2015
FTRF and GSLIS are pleased to annouce that our collaboration 
will continue this fall. Registration for Intellectual Freedom and 
Censorship begins this month. FTRF will be offering four par-
tial scholarships, via the Judith F. Krug Memorial Fund, for LIS 
students from institutions other than the University of Illinois 
to take the course. For information on the course and the schol-
arships, please visit www.ftrf.org/?Krug_Education.

Knox
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#FTRF45: Celebrations across the nation
Four months into the Freedom 
to Read Foundation’s year-long 
celebration of our 45th anniver-
sary, some great events have taken 
place, and many others are in the 
works. Already we have raised nearly 
$10,000 toward our goal of $45,000.

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH
Our first in-person event, on January 15, was at the University 
of Utah’s law library in conjunction with the world premiere 
of Alabama Story, a powerful play about struggles over censor-
ship and segregation in 1950s Alabama. The protagonist, Emily 
Wheelock Reed, was named to the FTRF Roll of Honor in 2000.

Our sincere thanks to the volunteers who helped make it a 
memorable event, including Michigan author Patricia Polacco, 
who Skyped in to address the attendees. Polacco’s book In Our 
Mothers’ House had been restricted in Utah’s Davis County 
Public Schools until the work of local librarians got it reinstat-
ed. Several of those librarians joined us at the reception.

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Then, on January 31, the beautiful Roosevelt University library 
was the site of our annual author event, this year featuring a 
lively talk by Bone creator Jeff Smith. The event took place dur-
ing ALA’s Midwinter Meeting in Chicago.

In the coming months, we have some more great events:

PORTLAND, OREGON
A meet-up in Portland, OR in association with the ACRL 
national conference. Co-sponsored by Mango Languages, the 
Oregon Library Association, and Powell’s World of Books. 

Date: Thursday, March 26
Time: 6:00–8:00 p.m.
Location: Lucky Lab Hawthorne Brew Pub, 915 SE Hawthorne
Tickets: $20 suggested donation
Details: www.ftrf.org/event/FTRF45_Portland

AUSTIN, TEXAS
Young Adult author David Levithan will be the featured speaker 
at this event, held in conjunction with the Texas Library Asso-
ciation’s annual conference. Tickets are available from the Texas 
Library Association’s conference registration site or at www.ftrf.
org. 

Date: Wednesday, April 15 
Time: 6:00–8:00 p.m. 
Location: Uncle Julio’s, 301 Brazos St. 
Tickets: $40 FTRF members, $45 non-members, $25 students 
Details: www.ftrf.org/event/FTRF45_Austin

NEW YORK CITY
The beautiful Scholastic Greenhouse will be the setting for a 
reception during BookExpo America. Co-sponsored by Elsevier 
and the New York Public Library.

Date: Friday, May 29 
Time: 6:30–9:00 p.m.  
Location: Scholastic Greenhouse, 557 Broadway
Tickets: $50 in advance, $60 at the door
Details: www.ftrf.org/event/FTRF45_NYC  

January reception at Roosevelt University’s library.

Pictured above (left to right): Wanda Huffaker, ULA’s Intellectual Freedom 
Committee; Colleen Eggett, USL Library Resources Manager; Donna Jones 
Morris, State Librarian; Kenneth Jones, playwright of Alabama Story; Karen 
Azenberg, Artistic Director at Pioneer Memorial Theatre
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keep the book in CPS classrooms, public-
ly protesting the apparent censorship of 
a critically praised work of literature, and 
seeking information about the events 
leading up to the decision to remove the 
book. 

As reported in the June 2013 issue of 
FTRF News, FTRF immediately filed a 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
request that asked for all correspon-
dence and electronic communications 
related to the decision to remove Perse-
polis from CPS classrooms. In response, 
we only received the directives and 
letters that already had been publicly 
disclosed, and a copy of the agenda for 
the chief of schools meeting on March 
11, 2013.  That document contained no 
information at all about Persepolis or the 
decision to remove or recall the book. 
We remained in the dark about who had 
filed the initial complaint about Perse-
polis and who had made the decision to 
remove the book from CPS classrooms.

CPS Persepolis flap
 CONTINUED from p. 1

N E W S

Then Jarrett Dapier, an intrepid MLIS 
candidate at the University of Illi-
nois’ Graduate School of Library and 
Information Science, filed his own FOIA 
request in order to gather materials for a 
paper on school censorship. In Decem-
ber 2014, CPS provided Dapier with the 
emails and correspondence we—and 
other organizations—were  told did not 
exist in 2013.

Dapier got in touch with Ben Joravsky of 
the Chicago Reader, who posted a story 
about the contents of the emails. With 
the permission of Mr. Dapier, FTRF has 
posted actual emails and correspon-
dence—which reveal that, contrary to 
CPS’ public statements in 2013, there 

was in fact an effort to remove Persepo-
lis from all schools and libraries in CPS. 
The emails detail the initial complaint, 
the decision by Byrd-Bennett herself 
to remove the book, and the eventual 
modification of the original directive to 
remove the book from CPS classrooms 
and libraries. (It’s important to note 
that Persepolis remained in school librar-
ies only because a strong reconsideration 
policy—CPS Policy 604.7—prevented its 
removal without sufficient review and 
due process.) The emails are an object 
lesson in casual censorship, the ability of 
one person to pass judgment on a work 
of literature, and the chaotic decision-
making that occurs when a school system 
fails to have policies in place to address 
demands to censor classroom materials.

You can find the FOIA documents at 
www.ftrf.org/?Current_Cases.

Our thanks to Mr. Dapier for his 
initiative and perseverance in obtaining 
these public records.

2 0 1 5  M I D W I N T E R  M E E T I N G  R E P O RT

Orland Park Public Library receives Downs Award
The staff and board of trustees of the Orland Park, IL, Public 
Library were the recipients of the 2014 Robert B. Downs Intel-
lectual Freedom Award, presented by the faculty of the Gradu-
ate School of Library and Information Science at the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. 

In announcing the award, the committee noted, “The library’s 
staff and board are being honored for defending the principles 
of intellectual freedom as described in the ALA’s Library Bill of 
Rights. This year, they received strong opposition to their policy 
of not filtering adult Internet access in the library. The protract-
ed controversy elicited an intense public response and received 
a great deal of attention in the Chicago metropolitan area.”

The awardees were nominated by FTRF Executive Director 
Barbara M. Jones, who, in her capacity as director of the ALA 

Office for Intel-
lectual Freedom, 
provided support 
for the Orland Park 
library in the face  
of a concerted cam-
paign by non- 
Orland Park resi-
dents that turned 
personal and, many 
believe, crossed the 
line into harass-
ment. Police have 
been called multiple times and cited one of the anti-library 
campaigners with disorderly conduct.

Jarrett Dapier

Pictured above (left to right): GSLIS Dean Allen 
Renear, Barbara Jones, and Orland Park Public 
Library’s Nancy Healy, Mary Weimar, Bridget  
Bittman, and Mary Pat Kelly.

CONTINUED on p. 7
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(12/09) to $1,114,753 
(12/14), an increase 
of 37 percent. Growth 
comes from our invest-
ments, overseen by 
the Finance Commit-
tee of the Board in 
consultation with a 
financial advisor, and 
from new gifts and 
bequests. Clearly, our 
endowment will guarantee the long-term financial health of the 
Foundation while also supporting annual operating expenses.

The Foundation also maintains two special accounts. The 
Judith Krug Fund supports grants and educational activities. 
At the end of 2014, the fund had a balance of $12,621. The 
Gordon Conable Fund supports an annual scholarship for at-
tendance at FTRF and ALA annual conference meetings. At the 
end of 2014, the fund had a balance of $10,101.

FTRF must focus in the following areas over the next several 
years with the goal of improving its financial position:

• Membership recruitment and retention, particularly stu-
dents and new library professionals, and individuals and 
organizations from related fields, such as publishers and 
library vendors.

• Planned giving, particularly bequests to the Foundation, 
enabling growth in the endowment.

• Diversification of revenue, perhaps via educational pro-
grams, events, and publications.

• Continuing negotiation with ALA on ways to produce 
operating efficiencies, while maintaining FTRF’s separate 
legal status.

The state of FTRF finances
 CONTINUED from p. 2

Part of the campaign against the library board and staff included 
hundreds of FOIA requests costing the library tens of thousands 
of dollars to comply with. As the Chicago Tribune wrote:

“One [request] asked why a trustee wears a similar 
red outfit at each meeting, whether it was a form of 
‘hazing’ or the library has ‘anything in writing that ex-
plains why she dresses up as Mrs. Claus every month,’ 
according to library documents.”

In her letter of nomination, Jones wrote, “I have never experi-
enced in person such vicious attacks on a staff simply trying to 
do their job, and a board of trustees that has remained steadfast 
in its support for the freedom to read.”

The Downs Award was established in 1969 in honor of Robert 
B. Downs, on his 25th anniversary as GSLIS director. The award 
is supported by Libraries Unlimited, the professional develop-
ment imprint of ABC-CLIO.

Downs Award to Orland Park Library 
 CONTINUED from p. 6

In the ensuing months, the state House of Representatives 
introduced, debated, and on March 3 passed H.B. 2561, which 
would amend the statute to try to comply with the Constitu-
tion. As of the publication of this newsletter, the bill had been 
referred to the state senate.

Unfortunately, the new bill does not assuage all the concerns of 
plaintiffs, including FTRF. In a March 6th letter, Media Coali-
tion general counsel Michael Bamberger and other plaintiffs’ 
attorneys wrote legislators addressing both the “positive steps” 
in the bill and the most significant reasons why it does not 
“cure the unconsitutionality of the Act.”

Among the positive steps were narrowing the definitions of 
“state of nudity” and “specific sexual activities,” and limiting 
liability to instances in which the individual depicted is easily 
identifiable. However, plaintiffs remain concerned that the 
new bill fails to include provisions (1) that the person depicted 
had a reasonable expectation of privacy and (2) that there was 
intent to cause harm. Additionally, the amendment dropped 
a provision regarding whether an offender had knowledge, or 
“should” have had knowledge, that the depicted person did not 
consent to the disclosure.

For updates on this case, follow @FTRF or @MediaCoalition on 
Twitter or visit the FTRF Blog.

Arizona law back in legislature 
 CONTINUED from p. 2
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Upcoming Events Celebrating FTRF45

FTRF45—AUSTIN

Wednesday, April 15—During the Texas 
Library Association annual conference. 
Featuring special guest David Levithan.

6:00–8:00 p.m.

Uncle Julio’s 
301 Brazos St.

Advance tickets: $40.00 FTRF members,  
$45.00 non-members, $25.00 students 
Tickets at the door: $50.00

www.ftrf.org/event/FTRF45_Austin

Thanks to Penguin Random House for their support  
of this event!

FTRF45—NEW YORK

Friday, May 29—During BookExpo  
America

6:30–9:00 p.m.

Scholastic Greenhouse 
557 Broadway 
New York, NY  

Advance tickets: $50.00 
Tickets at the door: $60.00

www.ftrf.org/event/FTRF45_NYC

Co-sponsored by Elsevier and the New York Public 
Library. 

Special thanks to Scholastic for their support of this 
event!


